
-Lance Withee, Owner/Operator Sportfisher M/V Vagabond, San Diego, CA

The 80 foot Sportfisher M/V Vagabond stands out on
the sport fishing dock at Shelter Island in San Diego, Cali-
fornia, as one of the larger in the fleet. Approximately 30
other boats headquarter at this dock taking passengers
fishing off the Pacific side of Baha, California.

The M/V Vagabond is one of the
few in the fleet with a bulbous bow,
added a few years ago to improve
the ride, increase speed and ensure
fuel economy. A tuna tower was
added in 1999. But the Vagabond
stands out as much for its fishing
reputation as its stately appearance.

“My boat and my skipper have
a very good reputation for
catching Blue Fin Tuna. Most of
the Blue Fin we catch are found
with my WESMAR sonar.  I
would say conservatively at least
70% are caught with the
WESMAR,” says owner/operator
Lance Withee.

The Vagabond carries up to 25
passengers fishing from 2 to 9 days
at a time. Trips it has been making
for 22 years.

The passengers are there to catch
fish. “They pay good money for
these trips and they expect to come
home with fish,” said Withee, sit-
ting in his office surrounded by a variety of mounted fish
including the prized blue fin.

The Vagabond carries 5,000 gallons of fuel and she is
licensed to go farther than many of the vessels in the

“Seventy percent of the blue fin we catch
are found with WESMAR sonar.”

fleet, but this is secondary to the customers who mea-
sure a good trip by the fish they catch.

Modern equipment such as GPS, depth sounders, ra-
dios, are all on board. But the equipment everyone fo-
cuses on these days is the sonar. According to Withee,

sport fishing enthusiasts all know
about the importance of sonar.

   “When we are under way the
sonar is being monitored all the
time. Once fish are marked, every-
one is tuned in. The skipper can
hear the difference between noise
and tuna, and the passengers are
all paying attention. When they see
the mark on the monitor and we’re
chasing that mark, they are watch-
ing the sonar with the skipper.”

“Often times the blue fin won’t
come under the boat. They will
stay out to the side for a long time,
or swim away and come back.
That’s the advantage of sonar, we
can watch them and wait-- some-
times for a few hours, watching
them, until they come closer to the
boat again and can be caught.”

“You absolutely need sonar to
be competitive like this. If you
didn’t have a sonar and the
people found out about it, they

wouldn’t fish with you. They know about the impor-
tance of sonar,” said Withee.

The value of the WESMAR sonar is its ability to locate
and track the fish ahead and around the boat. Once the
fish are spotted, the boats are able to go ahead of the
school and just wait for them.

The beautiful 80 foot aluminum Sportfisher M/V
Vagabond leaving the dock at San Diego with a new tuna
tower and its WESMAR sonar running.

Skipper Mike Lackey at the helm
of the Vagabond, monitors the

WESMAR sonar at all times.
When not watching it, he listens
to it and can hear the difference

between noise and fish.
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